
 
  

Biographies 

Co-chairs 

Trygve Ottersen 

Trygve Ottersen (MD, PhD) is director of the Division for Health Services at the 

Norwegian Institute of Public Health. The Division’s main areas of work include 

health services research; systematic reviews and health technology assessments; and 

global health. Trygve is currently also directing the Norwegian Science Programme 

on COVID-19, which aim is to generate new evidence for the response to the current 

pandemic and help prepare for the next crisis. 

 

 

Tozama Qwebani-Ogunleye 

Dr Tozama Qwebani-Ogunleye is a Project Manager at Dihlare, a Vaal University 

of Technology and Industrial Development Cooperation company that focuses on 

Traditional Knowledge and Traditional Medicine. She serves as a member of the 

South African Young Academy of Science (SAYAS), working in the policy working 

group. She is a member of the 2022 World Science Forum steering committee. She 

has a deep desire to see the youth succeed and as such mentor and supervise the next 

generation of scientists. 

 

Session 1: Priority setting for research and data collection in the early crisis phase 

Steven J. Hoffman 

Dr Steven J. Hoffman is the Dahdaleh Distinguished Chair in Global Governance 

& Legal epidemiology and Professor of Global Health, Law and Political Sciences 

at York University. He is also Director of the WHO Collaborating Centre on Global 

Governance of Antimicrobial Resistance, and the Scientific Director of the CIHR 

Institute of Population & Public Health at the Canadian Institute of Health 

Research. He is an international lawyer licened in both Ontario and New York who 

specialized in global health law, global governance and institutional design. IN 

2020 he led the development of the United Nations Research Roadmap for the 

COVID-19 Recovery.  
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Virginia Murray 

Virginia is public health doctor committed to improving health emergency 
and disaster risk management and was appointed as Head of Global 

Disaster Risk Reduction (GDRR) for UK Health Security Agency in April 

2014. In 2020 she has been working additionally as a Senior Public Health 

Advisor for COVID-19. She is currently the Chair of the UNDRR/ISC 

Hazard Classification and Review Technical Working Group. She is a co-

chair of the WHO Thematic Platform Health and Disaster Risk Management 

Research Network and she is one of the editors of the WHO Guidance on 

Research Methods for Health and Disaster Risk Management, initially 

published in September 2020. She is a visiting/honorary Professor and fellow at several universities. 

 

Charles Wiysonge 

Charles Shey Wiysonge is a physician with postgraduate training in epidemiology, 

evidence-based health care, and vaccinology. He is the Director of Cochrane South 

Africa at the South African Medical Research Council, an Extraordinary Professor 

of Global Health at Stellenbosch University, and an Honorary Professor of 

Epidemiology and Biostatistics at the University of Cape Town in South Africa. 

Charles is a member of numerous national and international scientific and policy 

advisory committees. He has published more than 300 peer-reviewed journal 

articles, with a substantial proportion of them on vaccine hesitancy and uptake in 

Africa. 

 

Gregory Armstrong 

Gregory Armstrong, MD, leads CDC’s Advanced Molecular Detection (AMD) 

initiative, an innovation and modernization program established in 2014 to bring 

next-generation genomic sequencing, bioinformatics, and related technologies 

into public health in the United States.  An infectious diseases physician by 

background, Dr. Armstrong has particular expertise in the epidemiology of viral 

infectious diseases and in mathematical modeling of disease incidence and 

burden.  Since joining CDC in 1997, he has worked in the fields of viral hepatitis 

and refugee health, served as chief of CDC’s viral vaccine-preventable diseases 

epidemiology branch, and led CDC’s component of the Global Polio Eradication 

Initiative during a critical intensification of the program from 2012 through 2015.   

 

Session 2: Development of the evidence-base for social interventions 

Atle Fretheimj 

Atle Fretheim heads the newly formed Centre for Epidemic Interventions Research 

(CEIR) at the Norwegian Institute of Public Health. He has conducted health services 

research for the last 20 years, primarily on the effects of policies and interventions. 

During the pandemic he has led a series of initiatives to assess the impact of public 

health and social measures for infection control. He holds a position as adjunct 

professor at Oslo Metropolitan University, and he has been a Fulbright Scholar and 

Harkness Fellow in Health Care Policy and Practice. 
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Jan Brauner 

Jan Brauner is a medical doctor and graduate researcher in machine learning at the 

University of Oxford. His research focuses on applications of artificial intelligence in 

infectious disease modelling, medicine, and biomedical research. His work on the 

effectiveness of non-pharmaceutical interventions against COVID-19 was cited 

infederal bills and presented at institutions such as Africa CDC, UK SAGE, and the 

Dutch House of Representatives.   

 

 

 

Gideon Meyerowitz-Katz 

Gideon Meyerowitz-Katz is an epidemiologist working with the state health 

department in Sydney, Australia, and a PhD student at the University of 

Wollongong. His primary area of research is in disease surveillance and monitoring, 

and he has been working on the COVID-19 response during the pandemic. He also 

is a science writer, with a regular blog and column in the Guardian as well as a 

popular twitter account. He hosts the podcast Sensationalist Science. 

 

 

Susan Michie 

Susan Michie is Professor of Health Psychology and Director of the Centre for 

Behaviour Change at University College London. Professor Michie’s research 

focuses on human behaviour change in relation to health and the environment: 

how to apply theory and evidence to intervention and policy development, 

evaluation and implementation. She is an expert advisor on the UK’s Scientific 

Pandemic Insights Group on Behavioural Science (Covid-19), the Lancet’s 

Covid-19 Commission and WHO’s Behavioural Insights and Sciences Technical 

Advisory Group.s. 

 

Session 3: Priority setting and coordination as a crisis evolves 

Balthazar Nunes 

Baltazar Nunes is a researcher in the area of epidemiology and statistics, with a 

special interest in infectious disease epidemiology, public health interventions 

impact and vaccine effectiveness studies. He works at the Department of 

Epidemiology of Instituto Nacional de Saúde in Lisbon, were he heads the 

Epidemiology Research Unit. He also holds a position as Invited Professor of 

Statistics and Epidemiology at the National School of Public Health, NOVA 

University Lisbon. During the COVID-19 pandemic crisis, Baltazar Nunes 

collaborated actively in the epidemiological surveillance and research activities and 

in the scientific advisory process of the Portuguese Government. 
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Camilla Stoltenberg 

Dr. Camilla Stoltenberg is the Director-General of the Norwegian Institute of 

Public Health. She is a medical doctor and epidemiologist, and an adjunct professor 

at the University of Bergen. Stoltenberg holds a number of positions in national 

and international boards and networks, including the Scientific Advisory Board 

(SAB) of the Pan-European Commission on Health and Sustainable Development, 

the Global Health Summit scientific expert panel and the Executive Board of the 

International Association of National Public Health Institutes (IANPHI). 

 

Joseph Wu 

Joseph Wu is a professor in the School of Public Health at The University of Hong 

Kong. He specializes in mathematical and statistical modelling of diseases and 

their interventions, developing useful analytics and strategies for disease control 

and prevention; and translating his research findings into public health policy and 

practice for improving global health. He earned his PhD in Operations Research 

from MIT in 2003 and BS in Chemical Engineering from MIT in 1999. He is a 

member of the Center for Communicable Diseases Dynamics (CCDD) at the 

Harvard School of Public Health and a member of the Technical Working Group 

for the WHO Public Health Research Agenda for Influenza. 

 

Byeongwon Park 

Dr. Byeongwon Park has been a research fellow at STEPI (Sci. & Tech. policy 

Institute), South Korea, since 2011. Before this position, he had worked as a 

research fellow in KISTEP (2003.4-2008.8), technical staff at Samsung Advanced 

Institute of Technology, a central corporate laboratory of Samsung Electronics 

(2008.9-2011.1), and a visiting researcher at Fraunhofr ISI(2019). His primary 

research interests include foresight, innovation systems, and resilience. Currently, 

he is working on the OECD Innovation Policy Review of Rep. Korea 

 

Session 4: International cooperation and priority-setting: improving preparedness for the 

next crisis 

Boitumelo Semete-Makokotlela 

Dr Boitumelo Semete-Makokotlela is the CEO of the South African Health 

Products Regulator. She has a Ph.D. (Biochemistry) and also holds MSc in 

Management Finance and Investment. She is also a fellow of the African Leadership 

Initiative. Within the technology innovation space, she managed a biotechnology 

incubator at The Innovation Hub Management Company. She was with McKinsey 

Company for 2 years as a McKinsey Leadership Fellow. Prior to that, she was at the 

CSIR as a Senior Researcher. She is also involved a number of thought leadership 

projects such as the African Union Strategy for Health Research. 
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Yazdan Yazdanpanah  

Yazdan Yazdanpanah is the Director of the French ANRS emerging infectious 

diseases Agency, Director of the Aviesan/Inserm Institute I3M and Head of the 

Infectious Disease department at Bichat Hospital. He has a master of Science 

degree in epidemiology from the Harvard School of Public Health and a Ph.D 

degree in public health from the Bordeaux School of Public Health. His research 

interests include the clinical epidemiology of HIV, viral hepatitis, emerging 

infectious diseases and the pharmaco-economics of antimicrobial agents. 

 

Osamu Aruga 

Osamu Aruga is Director for International Affairs, Secretariat of Science, 

Technology and Innovation Policy, Cabinet Office, Japan. Before being 

assigned to this position, he served as Director for International Science and 

Technology Affairs at Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and 

Technology (MEXT). Prior this, he was Director of the Japan Safeguards 

Office in Nuclear Regulation Authority, and Senior Expert at the 

International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). Osamu Aruga also worked 

on a range of science, technology and education policy positions. He holds 

a Ph.D. in economics, a MAs in economics and public policy from the 

University of Michigan and a ME in nuclear engineering from Tokyo Tech. 

 

Ezekiel Emanuel 

Ezekiel J. Emanuel is the Vice Provost for Global Initiatives, the Diane v.S. 

Levy and Robert M. Levy University Professor, and Co-Director of the 

Healthcare Transformation Institute at the University of 

Pennsylvania. From 2009 to 2011, Dr. Emanuel served as a Special Advisor 

on Health Policy to the Director of the Office of Management and Budget 

and National Economic Council.  He was the founding chair of the 

Department of Bioethics at the National Institutes of Health from 1997 to 

2011. Dr. Emanuel received his M.D. from Harvard Medical School and his 

Ph.D. in political philosophy from Harvard University. Dr. Emanuel served 

on President Clinton's Health Care Task Force and the National Bioethics 

Advisory Commission (NBAC).  

 

Devi Sridhar 

Devi Sridhar is a Professor at the University of Edinburgh Medical School and 

holds a Personal Chair in Global Public Health. She is the founding Director of the 

Global Health Governance Programme and holds a Wellcome Trust Investigator 

Award. She was previously Associate Professor in Global Health Politics and a 

Fellow at Wolfson College, Oxford University. In 2020, she was part of the Royal 

Society’s Data Evaluation and Learning for Viral Epidemics (DELVE) group 

which influences the Scientific Advisory Group for Emergencies (SAGE) 

committee of the government of the United Kingdom. She also serves as a member 

of the Scottish Government's COVID-19 advisory group set up to provide advice 

on how to deal with the COVID-19 pandemic in Scotland. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scientific_Advisory_Group_for_Emergencies
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Government_of_the_United_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scottish_Government
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/COVID-19_pandemic_in_Scotland

